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4 Divisions    
State Archives     Cultural Resources     
Museum     Administration

Collections and services accessed in 
person and virtually, annually serving 
more than 15.5 million people around 
the world. 

State and federal historic preservation 
programs serve individuals and 
businesses in communities large and 
small across Kansas. 

Currently
▪ Custodian of state archeological 

resources
▪ Custodian of 15 state historic sites
▪ Custodian of artifact and archival 

collections documenting state 
history

▪ Archival reading room open 5 days 
per week for public research

▪ Kansas Museum of History will 
reopen in 2025

The Kansas State Historical Society was established in 1875 
as the repository and caretaker of State records. 



SHPO
State Historic 
Preservation Office



Who is the SHPO?
Patrick Zollner, Executive Director, KSHS

We assist with identification, 
designation and preservation of 
historic architectural and 
archeological resources.

We are subject matter experts in 
historic architecture, history, art 
history and archeology.



National Historic Preservation Act

National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 
declared by Congress that historic 
preservation is a policy of the federal 
government

Administered by National Park Service/DOI

Enabling legislation for creation of SHPOs / 
THPOs
▪ Advisory Council on Historic 

Preservation
▪ Secretary of the Interior’s Standards
▪ National Register of Historic Places
▪ Historic Preservation Fund
▪ Section 106
▪ CLGs

Doug Burgum, Secretary of the Interior



It Begins with a Survey

▪ Buildings

▪ Sites

▪ Structures

▪ Objects

▪ Landscapes

▪ Districts

Identifying & gathering data on a community’s historic resources



KHRI   Kansas Historical 
Resources Inventory

▪  Identification & Documentation

▪  Determine Listing Eligibility

▪ Historical Research

▪ Local Planning

▪ Disaster Preparedness

▪ Tourism / Marketing

▪ Local Interest & Awareness

▪ khri.kansasgis.org

https://khri.kansasgis.org/



National Register of 
Historic Places

Official list of buildings, sites, 
districts, objects, structures of 
historical and / or aesthetic value 
worthy of preservation.

Generally, 50 years or older.

Must meet one of four criteria of 
eligibility and retain integrity.

Why? Recognition, Protection, 
Documentation, Eligibility for 
Financial Incentives 

https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/register-database/14638



Register of Historic 
Kansas Places

Official list of buildings, sites, 
districts, objects, structures of 
historical and / or aesthetic 
value worthy of preservation.

Generally, 50 years or older.

May possess more local / state 
than national significance.

https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/register-database/14638



Nomination Process

1. File a Preliminary 
Site Information 
Questionnaire 

(PSIQ)

2. Receive Eligibility 
Letter with 

Nomination Form

3. Submit a 
National Register 
Nomination Draft

4. Receive Staff 
Review 

5. Consideration by 
the Kansas Historic 

Sites Board of 
Review 

6. Board Lists 
Property in the 
State Register 

7. NPS Lists 
Property in the 

National Register 

Multi-year procedure, in-depth research, community engagement.



Once you’re listed…

“I don’t want the government telling me what I can do with my property.”

“I won’t be able to get my building insured.”

“I don’t want to post a sign or a plaque.”

“I don’t want to give tours or let tourists on my property.”

“I can’t dispose of my property however I want.”

Register listing is a no-strings-attached honor. Unless…  



Review & 
Compliance
Section 106

Federal dollars spent on 
project.

State Preservation Law 
K.S.A. 75-2724

State or other 
government dollars spent 
on project.



Certified Local Government
The Certified Local Government (CLG) is a cooperation between Local 
Government, the SHPO and the NPS

CLG is certified by NPS as a community 
partner in historic preservation.

MUST

▪ Establish an Ordinance

▪ Establish a Historic Preservation 
Commission (HPC)

▪ Maintain Active Survey of Local 
Historic Resources

▪ Establish a Local Landmark Program

▪ Participate in the National Register 
Process

MAY
▪ Establish Design Guidelines for 

Specified Local Properties & 
Districts. 

▪ Designate Local Landmarks & 
Districts.

▪ Design Review of Local Landmarks 
& Local Districts.

▪ Administer a Local Incentive 
Program  (Loans, Grants, Tax 
Incentives…)

▪ Other Preservation-related 
Functions Allowed By Local 
Ordinance.



Financial Incentives for 
Historic Preservation
Heritage Trust Fund (HTF) grants for 
projects on listed properties.

Historic Preservation Fund (HPF)  
grants assist communities planning 
preservation of historic resources.

Kansas Rural Preservation (KRP) 
grants for historic properties in rural 
locations with populations < 30,000.

Tax Credits     Federal / state income 
tax credits to property owners 
rehabilitating historic buildings 
according to the Standards.

• Surveys for Archeology & other 
Cultural Properties.

• Preservation Planning.

• Educational Programs for Students.

• Brochures featuring Heritage 
Tourism.

•  Development of Design Guidelines.

•  Conferences & Training.

•  National Register Nominations.

•  Disaster and Crisis Planning.



Where does the money come from?

• Outer continental shelf oil lease 
revenues, and Mortgage 
Registration Fees – not taxes.

• Passed from National Park Service 
to the SHPOs.

• SHPOs pass 10% of annual 
allocation to CLGs.

When to apply?

• Grants: Annual applications 
available at end of year.

• Credits: rolling acceptance.

SHPO Funding                        
and Financial Incentives



Historic Preservation Certification
State Rehabilitation Tax Credit

Percentage of 
investment 

returned as income 
tax credits.

Separate Federal 
and State programs. 
Both apps come to 

SHPO.

Property must be 
listed in State or 

National Register.

Projects must meet 
the Secretary’s 

Standards.



Historic Preservation 
Certification: Federal

▪ 20% of qualified expenses.

▪ Structure is National Register listed 
or eligible

▪ Building must be income-producing

▪ Rehabilitation must meet the 
Standards 

▪ Rehabilitation must be substantial 
per IRS

▪ Must retain ownership for 5 years

▪ Can be combined with the state tax 
credit program



Rehabilitation 
Tax Credit: State 

▪ State incentive enacted in 2001

▪ All State or National Register-listed 
buildings qualify

▪ Transferable / saleable. Allows 
private residences, non-profits, 
governments, schools to 
participate in program

▪ Credit amount – 25-40% – based 
on project and community size 

▪ Certified 501(c)3 organizations are 
eligible for 30%

▪ Must apply/be approved before 
work begins



Applying for the State Credit:
Overview

▪ Part 1 – Certification
▪ Form

▪ Photos

▪ Part 2 – Scope of Work
▪ Form

▪ Photos

▪ Plans / Drawings / Samples

▪ Amendment

▪ Part 3 – Completion
▪ Form

▪ Photos

▪ Expense Schedules 1 and 2

kansashistory.gov/p/state-historic-rehabilitation-tax-credit/14666



Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Rehabilitation

nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm



Contact the SHPO to discuss 
your proposed treatments

nps.gov/orgs/1739/secretary-standards-treatment-historic-properties.htm

▪ talk about Qualified Rehabilitation Expenses

▪ set up a site visit (not available for all projects)

▪ review the Secretary’s Standards for Rehabilitation

▪ discuss any other questions you may have 

▪ unnecessary beforehand; we will have the same conversation with you in review

785-272-8681 ext. 240   or   e-mail kshs.taxcredits@ks.gov

Instructions

kansashistory.gov/preserve/pdfs/stc_application_instructions2019.pdf

mailto:kshs.taxcredits@ks.gov


Qualifying Rehabilitation 
Expenditures

https://www.kansashistory.gov/preserve/pdfs/qualified_expenses_9-2017.pdf 

EXAMPLES OF QRES
Permanent, attached to building, meets Standards
- Exterior Building Surfaces 
- Masonry and Foundations
- Insulation 
- Roofs and Guttering 
- Windows, Doors and Storms 
- Chimneys 
- Painting on Structural Surfaces 
- Walls 
- Ceilings 
- Floors 
- Carpeting (if glued down excluding tiles) 
- Tile 
- Paneling 
- Stairs 
- Escalators and Elevators 
- Lighting and Fixtures 
- Electrical Wiring 
- Data and Communication Wiring 
- HVAC Systems and Components (can be geothermal) 
- Plumbing and Fixtures (only the systems within the building are 

eligible) 
- Fire Suppression Sprinkler Systems 
- Kitchen and bathroom cabinets and countertops
- Architect/design fees; permits
- Historic tax credit fees

EXAMPLES OF NON-QRES
Impermanent, mobile, does not meet Standards
- Landscaping and Planters 
- Parking Lots, Paving and Driveways, Sidewalks 
- Storm Sewers including French drains 
- Retaining Walls and Curbs 
- Fencing (construction interim is allowed) 
- New Construction or Enlargement Costs (increasing the volume 

of the building is not an eligible cost) 
- Moving a building to a new location 
- Demolition Costs (removal of a building from site) 
- Porches, Porticos and Decks (if not original to the building) 
- Enclosure of Decks/Porches making them interior rooms 
- Seating (includes attached seating eg booths, pews) 
- Millwork (if not original to the building) 
- Furniture, Appliances and Appliance Hookups 
- Outdoor Lighting remote from the building
- Awnings and Canopies; Signage 
- Window Treatments (curtains, blinds, shutters) 
- Carpets and rugs (if tacked or occasional) 
- Acquisition Costs 
- Feasibility Studies 
- Any costs paid with insurance proceeds or grants 
- Late fees 
- Finance (including bond financing) and legal fees not pertaining 

to structural rehabilitation costs

https://www.kansashistory.gov/preserve/pdfs/qualified_expenses_9-2017.pdf


Applying for the State Credit:
Part 1

▪ Part 1 Qualified Historic Structure Certification

▪ Form: Building and District Information

▪ Photographs: Provide several general views of each visible exterior side 
of the property and all associated structures. Be sure the whole 
building can be seen in the photographs. If significant change is 
proposed inside, interior views, too. Review is facilitated if photos are:

▪ clearly focused and not ultra high resolution

▪ displayed right side up 

▪ individually labeled

▪ grouped in a pdf

Demonstrates that the building maintains the character-defining features 
mentioned in the District nomination. Review schedule: allow 30 days

Pro tip: download the form first     kansashistory.gov/preserve/pdfs/state_part_1.pdf



SIGN ME !

Use the name in KHRI
Westwood Hills Historic District

X

https://khri.kansasgis.org/



Applying for the State Credit:
Part 2
▪ Part 2 – Scope of Work

▪ Form: Building and Project Information

▪ use KHRI references 

▪ start/Completion Date: estimated. These are not firm

▪ Scope of Work: Methods, Materials, Location… 

▪ err on side of more detail; you can add a page

▪ describe the problem, and how you intend to remedy it

▪ Photos: each Scope number must be represented by associated photo(s) 
mentioned in the scope and appropriately labeled

▪ Plans / Drawings / Visual Samples: for simple projects, not necessary but 
always helpful; may be personally sketched or professionally rendered.

▪ Reviewed for alignment with the Standards. Review schedule: 30 days. 
Submit Parts 1 and 2 together to expedite

▪ Fee Payment Date starts the Review Clock

Pro tip: download the form first     kansashistory.gov/preserve/pdfs/state_part_2.pdf



Use the name in KHRI

▪Form

SIGN ME !

Original lath-and-plaster ceilings and walls; painted in 1970s. 
Original walnut wainscoting and trims in good shape, never 
refinished. Original 2-1/4” plank red oak flooring shows wear along 
main pathways. Light fixtures date from 1970s. Original wiring and 
outlets/switches.

Dining Room                         Plaster, Wood
1930                                        1st floor, SW corner

Ceilings and walls will receive nail hole repairs and a skim coat, and 
fresh latex paint. Wainscoting/trims will be wiped clean, lightly 
sanded and receive fresh coat acrylic urethane. Floors will be 
sanded and receive coat of acrylic urethane. New light fixtures,  
switches and grounded plugs to be installed.

room
19??                                        house

Old surfaces look dingey and unattractive; must be addressed. 
Dated light fixtures do not complement the historic ambience.

Paint, refinish wood. New historically-appropriate lighting. New 
rugs and dining room set.

1,2,3,6     A-101



▪Photos

Preferred        Please don’t



▪Plans / Drawings / Samples

Acceptable        Acceptable



Email individual application 
materials to kshs.shpo@ks.gov 
all at one time

Top Reasons for Delayed Review

▪ Form(s) not signed

▪ Fee not paid

https://store.kshs.org/ click the Tax Credits icon at lower tier

▪ All photos combined in one document: separate parts 1 and 2

▪ Waiting for stray items

Pro tip: submit Parts 1 and 2 simultaneously

mailto:kshs.shpo@ks.gov
https://store.kshs.org/


▪Approval letters

Standard        Conditional



▪Amendment

Use the name in KHRI

SIGN ME !

Use the Amendment to 
add to, subtract from or 
change the Part 2 Scope 
of Work.

Numerous Amendments 
may be submitted for a 
project.

There is no additional 
fee for Amendment 
submittal.

Must be reviewed and 
approved before work 
proceeds.

Ceiling in dining room: when prepping for painting, observed cracks in 
decorative plaster moulding and termite damage to picture rail. 

Consultant review of plaster damage and treatment plan to repair; 
repair of moulding; replace picture rail in same type and material; 
paint as previously proposed.

Dining Room                        1930                          Plaster, Wood

X                              x                        x

Pro tip: download the form first   kansashistory.gov/preserve/pdfs/stc_amendment_sheet.pdf



Applying for the State Credit:
Part 3
▪ Part 3 – Completion

▪ Form - submitted when all work has been completed

▪ Photos and Photokey – photos of the finished work from the same POV of 
the “before” in Part 2

▪ Expense Schedules 1 and 2, and invoice/receipt copies, to verify project 
expenses 

▪ When review and audit complete, owner will receive a certificate and 
instruction letter. 



▪ Form

Use the name in KHRI

SIGN ME !

From Schedule 2

Use the Part 3 to certify 
that you did what was 
proposed and approved.

Start date should be 
after approval date; 
completion date is PIS 
year and credits will be 
available after that date.

If single or married filing 
jointly, include name 
and TIN to which credits 
will be assigned

There is no additional 
fee for Part 3 submittal.

Pro tip: download the form first   kansashistory.gov/preserve/pdfs/state_part_3.pdf



▪ Form

Use the name in KHRI

Use the Additional 
Ownership Form from 
Part 2 if not single or 
married filing jointly. 
This is how the credit 
can be allocated to more 
than one TIN.

We go one layer deep in 
joint ownerships.

Pro tip: download the form first   kansashistory.gov/preserve/pdfs/state_part_3.pdf



▪ Photos

Preferred: single pdf of labeled images         Please don’t: single emailed pics w/no info

Property name and address      Project xxxx

Part 2 Scope Item #1: exterior painting

Part 2 Scope Item #2: new roof



▪ Schedules

SIGN ME !



Approval and Certificate

We send these                  You fetch this

https://www.ksrevenue.gov/pdf/k-3524.pdf



Transfers

Transfer credits when:
- You want to sell them, or
- You want to assign them to another TIN
- Form and Fee (when expenses exceed $50k)

https://www.kansashistory.gov/p/state-tax-credit-transfers/20732



Technical Assistance

Call us for information and advice about the 
treatment of historic properties. 

State Historic Preservation Office

785-272-8681 ext 222

kshs.shpo@ks.gov     or  christopher.leitch@ks.gov



KSHS.ORG
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